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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method for reducing fraud on a financial account, said method 
comprising: 

identifying an account for potential fraud based on payments made to the 
account; 

reviewing account transactions of the identified account to determine whether 
fraud has been made on the account; and 

restricting the identified account when determining fraud has been made on the 
account. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein identifying an account further comprises: 
locating an account having a bad payment; 

determining whether the bad payment made an outstanding balance of the 
account over a predetermined limit; 

determining whether an outstanding payment would make the outstanding 
balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it the payment is bad; and 

flagging the account for review when the bad payment made the outstanding 
balance of the account over the predetermined limit or the outstanding payment would 
make the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it is bad. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein identifying an account further comprises: 
locating an account having a bad payment; 

determining whether the bad payment made an outstanding balance of the 
account over a predetermined limit; and 
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flagging the account for review when the bad payment made the outstanding 
balance of the account over the predetermined limit. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein identifying an account further comprises: 
locating an account having a bad payment; 

determining whether an outstanding payment would make the outstanding 
balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it the payment is bad; and 

flagging the account for review when the outstanding payment would make the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it is bad. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein reviewing comprises: 
comparing the number of good payments made on the account to a good 

payment threshold; 

determining an over limit credit amount that an outstanding balance of the 
account has exceeded a predetermined limit at a specific time; 

determining a total over limit credit amount by totaling each over limit credit 
amount during a predetermined time period; 

comparing the total over limit credit amount with an over limit threshold; and 

restricting the account when the number of good payments is less than the good 
payment threshold and the total over limit credit amount is greater than the over limit 
threshold. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein reviewing comprises: 
comparing the number of good payments made on the account to a good 

payment threshold; and 
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restricting the account when the number of good payments is less than the good 
payment threshold. 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein reviewing comprises: 
determining an over limit credit amount that an outstanding balance of the 

account has exceeded a predetermined limit at a specific time; 

determining a total over limit credit amount by totaling the over limit credit amount 

during a predetermined time period; 

comparing the total over limit credit amount with an over limit threshold; and 
restricting the account when the total over limit credit amount is greater than the 

over limit threshold. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein reviewing is performed manually. 

9. The method of claim 1 , wherein reviewing is performed automatically. 

10. A computer program product for reducing fraud on a financial account, the 
computer program product comprising computer-readable media having computer- 
readable code, the computer program product comprising the following computer- 
readable program code for effecting actions in a computing platform: 

program code for identifying an account for potential fraud based on payments 
made to the account; 

program code for reviewing account transactions of the identified account to 
determine whether fraud has been made on the account; and 

program code for restricting the identified account when determining fraud has 
been made on the account. 
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1 1 . The computer program product of claim 1 0, wherein said program code for 
identifying an account further comprises: 

program code for locating an account having a bad payment; 

program code for determining whether the bad payment made an outstanding 
balance of the account over a predetermined limit; 

program code for determining whether an outstanding payment would make the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it the payment is bad; 
and 

program code for flagging the account for review when the bad payment made 
the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit or the outstanding 
payment would make the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined 
limit if it is bad. 

12. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein said program code for 
identifying an account further comprises: 

program code for locating an account having a bad payment; 

program code for determining whether the bad payment made an outstanding 
balance of the account over a predetermined limit; and 

program code for flagging the account for review when the bad payment made 
the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit. 

1 3. The computer program product of claim 1 0, wherein said program code for 
identifying an account further comprises: 

program code for locating an account having a bad payment; 
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program code for determining whether an outstanding payment would make the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it the payment is bad; 
and 

program code for flagging the account for review when the outstanding payment 
would make the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it is 
bad. 

14. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein said program code for 
reviewing comprises: 

program code for comparing the number of good payments made on the account 
to a good payment threshold; 

program code for determining an over limit credit amount that an outstanding 
balance of the account has exceeded a predetermined limit at a specific time; 

program code for determining a total over limit credit amount by totaling each 
over limit credit amount during a predetermined time period; 

program code for comparing the total over limit credit amount with an over limit 
threshold; and 

program code for restricting the account when the number of good payments is 
less than the good payment threshold and the total over limit credit amount is greater 
than the over limit threshold. 

1 5. The computer program product of claim 1 0, wherein said program code for 
reviewing comprises: 

program code for comparing the number of good payments made on the account 
to a good payment threshold; and 
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program code for restricting the account when the number of good payments is 
less than the good payment threshold. 

1 6. The computer program product of claim 1 0, wherein said program code for 
reviewing comprises: 

program code for determining an over limit credit amount that an outstanding 
balance of the account has exceeded a predetermined limit at a specific time; 

program code for determining a total over limit credit amount by totaling the over 
limit credit amount during a predetermined time period; 

program code for comparing the total over limit credit amount with an over limit 
threshold; and 

program code for restricting the account when the total over limit credit amount is 
greater than the over limit threshold. 

17. A system for reducing fraud on a financial account, said system 
comprising: 

means for identifying an account for potential fraud based on payments made to 
the account; 

means for reviewing account transactions of the identified account to determine 
whether fraud has been made on the account; and 

means for restricting the identified account when determining fraud has been 
made on the account. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for identifying an account 
further comprises: 

means for locating an account having a bad payment; 
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means for determining whether the bad payment made an outstanding balance 
of the account over a predetermined limit; 

means for determining whether an outstanding payment would make the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it the payment is bad; 
and 

means for flagging the account for review when the bad payment made the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit or the outstanding 
payment would make the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined 
limit if it is bad. 

1 9. The system of claim 1 7, wherein said means for identifying an account 
further comprises: 

means for locating an account having a bad payment; 

means for determining whether the bad payment made an outstanding balance 
of the account over a predetermined limit; and 

means for flagging the account for review when the bad payment made the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit. 

20. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for identifying an account 
further comprises: 

means for locating an account having a bad payment; 

means for determining whether an outstanding payment would make the 
outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it the payment is bad; 
and 



21 



Q 

nJ 



P 



10 



15 



20 



LAW OFFICES 

Fin nec an, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 
6 Dunner, L. L.P. 

1300 I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 
202-408-4000 



* 



means for flagging the account for review when the outstanding payment would 
make the outstanding balance of the account over the predetermined limit if it is bad. 

21 . The system of claim 17, wherein said means for reviewing comprises: 
means for comparing the number of good payments made on the account to a 

good payment threshold; 

means for determining an over limit credit amount that an outstanding balance of 
the account has exceeded a predetermined limit at a specific time; 

means for determining a total over limit credit amount by totaling each over limit 
credit amount during a predetermined time period; 

means for comparing the total over limit credit amount with an over limit 
threshold; and 

means for restricting the account when the number of good payments is less 
than the good payment threshold and the total over limit credit amount is greater than 
the over limit threshold. 

22. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for reviewing comprises: 
means for comparing the number of good payments made on the account to a 

good payment threshold; and 

means for restricting the account when the number of good payments is less 
than the good payment threshold. 

23. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for reviewing comprises: 
means for determining an over limit credit amount that an outstanding balance of 

the account has exceeded a predetermined limit at a specific time; 
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means for determining a total over limit credit amount by totaling the over limit 
credit amount during a predetermined time period; 

means for comparing the total over limit credit amount with an over limit 
threshold; and 

means for restricting the account when the total over limit credit amount is 
greater than the over limit threshold. 

24. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for reviewing is performed 
manually. 

25. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for reviewing is performed 
automatically. 
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